CROYDON GOES FOR BLANKET 20MPH LIMITS

Under the new Labour administration, Croydon Council has announced plans that would see almost all roads in the borough subject to a 20mph limit – see map here:

http://tinyurl.com/pmokawl

Only a few main roads (marked in red) would be left with their current limit of 30mph – a very few have 40mph limits.

The council say “The principal aims of any 20mph speed limit are to improve road safety, discourage through traffic, encourage walking and cycling, make a positive contribution to improving health and tackling obesity and improve the quality of life and the local environment.”

The Cabinet Member Cllr Bee said the limits went beyond safety and she wants pedestrians to feel like they own their streets. “Whose roads are they?” she said. “In the past there was the assumption that roads were about cars and we need to address that imbalance and give people their roads back.”

However the evidence points to different conclusions.

This paper argues that in fact boroughs with lots of traffic calming and 20mph limits do no better than ones that have few or none – “Accident statistics - an inconvenient truth”   

http://tinyurl.com/pahtn4e

This document and weblink point out numerous reasons why 20mph limits are not a good idea:

http://tinyurl.com/msqzfol


http://20spointless.org.uk/

When we come to vague claims that a 20mph limit would get people to walk and cycle more, and so tackle obesity and improve air quality, it becomes clear that this 20mph campaign is really a political project reminiscent of the War on the Motorist.

The police have made clear that there would be minimal enforcement of 20mph limits.

Many would say:

        There is NO NEED for widespread 20mph

        It will make little if any difference to road safety

        It will make driving a slow frustrating miserable experience

        It will put up costs with longer slower journeys - think of buses and taxis

        Pollution from exhaust and noise will get worse

        There are better ways to spend money to make the roads safer.

Conditions for a 20mph limit in a road should be:


There is a good road safety case for that road;


Residents in the road really want the 20mph limit;


It would meet in an acceptable way the wider views and needs of traffic needing to use that road.

The council plan to divide the borough into 5 areas and have a token consultation for the whole area.

We need a consultation pack delivered to every home in Croydon, and a proper referendum counted road by road.

    I want there to be a 20mph limit in my street

    Which street do you live in?

    I want there to be 20mph speed limits in other streets in Croydon?

    Which other streets in Croydon would you like to have 20mph limits?

    Do you have any other comments about the council's plans to introduce 20mph in Croydon?

An ePetition has been created making the above points.

Go to this weblink to view and sign up.

http://tinyurl.com/oy6rqv7

PJM, 27-9-14
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