Development Management

Croydon Council

17 Floor, Taberner House


Park Lane 

Croydon CR9 1JT

Aug ....  2013

Dear Croydon Council,

Application 13 / 02178 - Car Park and Adjoining Land, Lion Green Road, Coulsdon, CR5 2NL - Erection of building comprising retail food store and health facility

I write to register my formal objection to this council planning application.

While there may be benefits in a new supermarket, the current plans are unacceptable

• Lion Green Road car park currently provides over 200 marked spaces, and unmarked space for a further 150 cars, for both short term and all day parking.  These spaces are well used, and at times the car park is fully used.  This is the only public all day parking in the town, and this is vital to local people and to the local economy.

• The proposed scheme has only 190 parking spaces for the supermarket.  This is far fewer than comparable supermarkets such as Sainsbury in Wallington or Tesco in Purley and those in the TA.  Why should a Coulsdon supermarket be successful with much less parking than elsewhere? Coulsdon is on the edge of London - the store needs at least 260 spaces.

• The proposed scheme has only 12 parking spaces for the health centre.  This is far less than needed.  A much smaller health centre in Plough Lane Purley has 17 spaces onsite and often 10 or more parking onstreet.  The health centre at LGR needs at least 30 spaces

• The current car park normally has over 120 cars parked all day.  This provision must be maintained.  There is no other all day public parking in Coulsdon, and side streets are intensively parked over a wide area.  We cannot lose this parking or cram more onstreet.
• The current car park has 35 spaces reserved for short term parking for the town.  These are well used and at least 30 are needed in the new development.  If people park for both supermarket and the town, they park for longer overall, and extra spaces are still needed.

• This shows the current plans offer far too little parking – at least 400 are needed.  There is ample room for 350 spaces on one level, and two levels are possible.

• The transport assessment for the application is fanciful and contradicted by other reports. People won’t walk 25 mins nor switch to cycling. Lion Green Road is regularly saturated, with long queues back into Brighton Road and beyond.  There are also long queues in Chipstead Valley Road unable to get through the green signal.  The current plans mean more traffic and more turns in LGR with no extra capacity, and serious congestion + delay would result.

• The access proposed is too close to the PO traffic signals, and will not work.

I call on the council to reject this application on traffic and parking grounds as above.

Yours sincerely,
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